
Transport Decarbonisation Plan: a beginning, not an end. So what's next? 
 
As the recent IPCC report states; we have “widespread, rapid, and intensifying” climate change taking place. Every tonne of 
CO2 released into the atmosphere is making our planet increasingly “unlivable”. The world is on a trajectory of accelerating 
damage due to human activities. Recent events have included unprecedented flooding in New York and Germany which the 
news briefly touches upon but does not lend it gravitas or question the reason why it is happening; merely stating the facts and 
moving on.  
 
How does transport decarbonisation fit into this? No carbon emissions have reduced since the Climate Change act in 2008, so 
the plan has come at a good time, and outlines how to demote the use of private cars and freight deliveries in urban areas, as 
well as how to integrate spacial landscape and decarbonisation plans together. The target is to cut all journeys in half by 2030; 
so transport has ten years to achieve fifty year’s worth of reductions. COVID-19 created a short-term reduction in daily 
commuter traffic, but traffic has now returned to pre-pandemic levels. 
 
New problems have been created due to the increase in fast fashion with some popular online brands being the biggest 
culprits. The fashion industry is responsible for a whopping 10% of worldwide carbon emissions, with the creation of ‘virgin 
polyester’ fuelled by coal-fired power plants. Alongside this, a rise in next day delivery options from consumer brands are 
making delivery vans more prevalent on the roads, especially during 2020 when people were confined to their houses.  
 
There is a proposal of ‘Two Futures’ which considers the combination of the digitalisation of the economy and climate change 
and their outcome. However, it may be too late to return to the previous climate state. There is a theme of duality; there are 
two paths we can take, but optimism and pessimism also play a part in how we view these hypothetical futures and avoid the 
worst-case scenario. However, given the uncertainty; it may be wise to consider multiple climate scenarios. 
 
Vehicle electrification alone will have little impact on the target outcomes as their emissions aren’t greatly reduced compared 
to fuel cars, and for every electric vehicle sold, one SUV is sold alongside it. Every car sold is expected to be on the road for 15 
years which is not sustainable within the 2030 target. Many cities within the UK are focused on reducing traffic by 
pedestrianising and introducing emissions charges to the centre, for example; London’s Mayor Sadiq Khan announced plans 
last year to power the entire Underground network using 100 per cent renewable energy by 2030. But the Government’s 
Decarbonising plan falls short in tackling the urgency needed. There are still plans under review to build new roads, barely any 
mention of reducing aviation demands and a lack of moving away from individualised transport models as opposed to public 
transport. There is also no mention of the details; how exactly will we transition to decarbonisation?   
 
Walking, cycling and carbon tax won’t create enough of a change but the answer could be electrification of everything; cars 
and homes (heating in particular) and greater use of batteries. Solar and wind are now the cheapest modes of energy and safe 
nuclear solutions provide another option, with the government investing in SMRS (small nuclear reactor) pods around the 
country with the aim to create cheaper electricity. What is clear is that urgent change is needed, but hard choices need to be 
made to our freedoms and way of life to achieve these goals.  
 
 


